Annual reports of the town officers, highway agents, and school board of the town of Strafford, New Hampshire for the fiscal year ending December 31, 1948. by Strafford Town Representatives
IHBBHBHHHHBBBHHBBiinBSBHBHBHHHH
ANNUAL REPORTS
o/ the Town of
STRAFFORD
New Hampshire













Fiscal year Ending December 31,
1948
Printed by








Summary of Inventory 10
Amount of Taxes and Rates 10
Statement of Appropriations and Taxes Assessed 11
Statement of Assets 13
Statement of Liabilities 14
Summary of Receipts 16
Summary of Payments 17
Schedule of Town Property 19
Town Clerk's Report 20
Tax Collector's Report 21
Treasurer's Report 23
Detailed Statement of Receipts 23
Detailed Statement of Payments 28
Report of -Auditors 42
Report of Trustees of Trust Funds 44
Report of Fire Warden 46
Report of Library Trustees 47














Supervisors of the Check List





ALBERT H. BROWN WOODBURY W. DURGIN
School Board





GEORGE R. FOSS INESS STILES
Trustees of Trust Funds










CLYDE S. GRAY GEORGE B. LEIGHTON
ARTHUR TASKER
Highway Agents
LEWIS HANSON HARRY YEATON
ALBERTON H. BERRY
Representative to General Court
ALBERT H. BROWN
Representative to Constitutional Convention
LUCIA HARDWICK
TOWN WARRANT
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Strafford, in the
County of Strafford in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Strafford Town
Hall in said Strafford on Tuesday, the eighth (8th) day
of March, next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to
act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same.
3. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for public welfare, including old age
assistance.
4. To see what action the town will take in regard
to rate of paj'- on highways.
5. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for highways and bridges.
6. To see if the town wishes to change the road
agent system, and elect or appoint one road agent.
7. To see if the town will raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,500.00 for state aid construction on Barring-
ton-Barnstead road.
8. To see if the town will raise and appropriate the
sum of $864.93 for town road aid construction.
9. To see if the town wishes to purchase any equip-
ment for snow removal and raise and appropriate
money for the same.
10. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
the sum of $5,500.00, the town's share, to build a
State Aid Bridge over the Mohawk River.
11. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
any money for the fire house and equipment.
12. To see if the town will accept the report of
Soldiers' Memorial Committee, and raise and appro-
priate any money for same.
13. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for road oil on highways.
14. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for observance of Memorial Day.
15. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
$84.00 for the Lakes Region Association.
16. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
the sum of $400.00 for the control of the White Pine
Blister disease.
17. To see if the town will vote to petition the State
Tax Commission to have an audit m.ade by the division
of Municipal Accounting, and to make an appropria-
tion to cover the expense of such audit.
18. To see if the town will vote to request the State
Tax Commission to make a complete reappraisal of the
lands and buildings v/ithin the town to equalize valua-
tions in accordance with the law, and to appropriate
money for this purpose.
19. To see if the town will vote to observe, during
the month of August, 1949, the 50th anniversary of
Old Home Week, and raise and appropriate a sum of
money therefor.
20. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
$500.00 for a snow fence.
21. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
$500.00 for new street lights.
22. To see if the town will authorize the Selectmen
to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
23. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 17th day of
















interest and dividends tax
Railroad tax
Savings bank tax
For fighting forest fires
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Business licenses and permits
Interest received on taxes and deposits
Income of departments:
Highway, including rental of equipment
Motor vehicle permit fees
Sale of town property
From Local Taxes Other Than Property Taxes
Poll taxes—regular at $2
National bank stock taxes
Total Revenues from All Sources


















Election and registration expenses
Expenses town hall and other town
buildings 50.00

















Memorial Day and veterans' associations
Soldiers' memorial
Recreation:
Lakes Region Association 85.00
Interest:
On temporary loans
On principal of trust funds used by town 160.00
Outlay for New Con.struction and Permanent
Improvements:
Highways and Bridges:
State aid construction—town's share


































This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-







Less Estimated Revenues and Credits













Property Taxes, current year $27,167.68
Poll Taxes, regular at $2.00 494.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 11.00
Total
16
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary Loans in Anticipation
of Taxes during Year $5,000.00
Refunds 267.48
Sale of Town Property 2,250.00
Interest on Gov. Bonds 100.00
7,617.48
Total Receipts from All Sources $49,011.13







Town Officers' Salaries $1,586.50
Town Officers' Expenses 657.92
Election and Registration
Expenses 152.00
Expenses Town Hall and other
Town Buildings 122.70
Protection of Persons and Property
:

































SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $3,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 500.00
Libraries, Lands and Buildings 1,500.00





Materials and Supplies 100.00
Schools, Lands and Buildings 8,000.00
Equipment 2,000.00
All Lands and Buildings Acquired
through Tax Collector's Deeds :
Stedman Place, 26-A 200.00
Arthur Babb Place . . 200.00
Waterhouse Lot, 35-A 75.00




Hale & Twombly, 25-A 100.00
John Harvell, Waldron Lot, 8-A 100.00
Lloyd Davis, Camp and Lot, 1-A 300.00
George Gilpatrick Place, 2-A 100.00
Roy Grey Heirs, Camp and Lot, 1% A 35.00
Alathea Locke, Clark Lot, 40-A 200.00
James B. Greene, 3-A 50.00
Joseph Caverly Heirs, 3-A 50.00
$23,260.00
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-









1947 Dog- Licenses $10.00
1948 Dog Licenses 122.00
1947 Auto Permits $14.46





1947 Dog Licenses $10.00
1948 Dog Licenses 122.00
1947 Auto Permits $14.46



















Added Property Taxes 89.60
Poll Taxes, at $2.00 176.00
Added Poll Taxes, at $2.00 38.00





Added Property Tax 89.60
Poll Taxes, at $2.00 128.00
Added Poll Taxes, at $2.00 38.00
Property Tax Abated 48.16
Poll Tax Abated 38.00
Interest on Taxes 164.88
Unpaid Poll Taxes 10.00
Total $8,090.80
Levy of 1946






















DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Local Taxes, Current Year 1948:
24
Levy of 1947
Feb. 7 Fred E. Huckins $831.90
7 Fred E. Huckins, polls 16.00
Mar. 6 Fred E. Huckins 1,738.98
6 Fred E. Huckins, polls 38.00
April 3 Fred E. Huckins 1,920.57
3 Fred E. Huckins, polls 68.00
May 1 Fred E. Huckins 1,335.76
1 Fred E. Huckins, polls 13.00
1 Fred E. Huckins, taxes
sold to town 1,640.01
June 5 Fred E. Huckins 185.28
Julv 3 Fred E. Huckins, polls 13.00
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, polls 16.00
31 Fred E. Huckins 11.26
31 Fred E. Huckins, polls
abated 38.00








July 19 Fred E. Huckins,
1947 Taxes
Sept. 6 Fred E. Huckins,
1946 Taxes




Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins,
1941 Tax









From State of N. H.
April 3 1947 Bounties
July 19 Forest Fires
21 Class V Highway Money
Dec. 31 Saving Bank Tax $59.59






From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog Licenses
June 5 Tressa P. Nelson, 1948, dogs $6.00
Nov. 6 Tressa P. Nelson, 1947, dogs 10.00
6 Tressa P. Nelson, 1948, dogs 87.00
Dec. 4 Tressa P. Nelson, 1948, dogs 5.00
31 Tressa P. Nelson, 1948, dogs 24.00'
$132.00
Business Licenses and Permits
Feb. 7 2 Pistol Permits
Nov. 6 Filing Fees







Interest Received on Taxes
Feb. 7 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 $6.30
Mar. 6 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 23.43
6 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 .32
April 3 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 39.07
May 1 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 34.80
1 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 54.83
June 5 Fred E. Huckins, 1947 6.13
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, 1948 4.22
$139.10
Registration of Motor Vehicles
Feb.
27
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue
May 24 Merchants National Bank, 1948
28
















1 Frank L. Kendall Agency,
30
Dec. 31 Paul Scruton, supervisor for 1948 22.50
31 George P. Stacy, supervisor for 1948 22.50
31 Roscoe Nelson, supervisor for 1948 22.50
Fire
Feb. 7 Frank A. Dell, Inc., 2 cartons
Special Fire Appropriation
Mar. 6 Woods Engineering Service
:
1 Gal. Svak $3.00








Sept. 4 N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co.
33
1 Alberton Berry 140.80
1 Victor Caverly 33.20
1 Albert Foss 38.80
1 David Dean 82.80
1 Lewis Hanson 166.50
1 George Waldron 16.00
1 Justin McCarthy 25.60
1 Morris Lewis 4.50
1 Richard Marple 52.00
1 Erroll Clark 44.80
1 Robert Jewell 10.00
1 William Demeritt 6.80
1 Laurence Brown 6.40
1 David Brown 19.20
1 Richard Wilson 4.00
1 Lewis Brown 6.40
1 Herman Burgeur 19.20
1 Walter Thurston 20.80
1 Phillip Stedman 25.20
1 Tom Karwowski 12.00
May 1 Thorne Co. 8.26
1 Bunnells Garage 6.70
June 5 Alberton Berry 116.25
5 Leslie Guiber 4.80
5 Albert Gustafson 8.50
5 G. E. Tierney 13.20
5 Charles Foss 25.60
5 Victor Caverly 9.60
5 Albert Foss 18.80
5 David Dean 36.40
5 Harry Yeaton 125.30
5 John Scruton 53.20
5 Everett Yeaton 2.00
5 E. G. Rand & Son 3.16
5 Fred Doyle 3.44
5 Texas Co. 4.95
5 H. P. Whitcher 1.15
5 C. M. Hill 38.21
5 Edward Rotunda 93.80
5 Treas., State of N. H. 12.50
July 3 Treas., State of N. H. 32.40
3 Harry Yeaton 141.70
3 John Scruton 59.20
3 Donald Yeaton 7.20
34
3 Lewis Hanson 44.90
3 H. P. Whitcher 2.30
3 Brunnells Garage 7.56
3 Thorne Co. 3.08
3 Alberton H. Berry 69.10
3 C. E. Turney 7.60
3 Charles Foss 23.60
3 George Lovejoy, Jr. 1.60
3 E. G. Rand & Son 7.78
Aug. 7 Harry Yeaton 269.90
7 Donald Yeaton 116.00
7 Everett Yeaton 116.00
7 George Crisp 32.00
7 Frank Yeaton 32.00
7 E. G. Rand & Son 13.85
7 Alberton H. Berry 48.50
7 Charles Foss 14.40
7 Treas., State of N. H. 14.00
7 Lewis P. Hanson 57.60
7 Glenn Hanson 6.00
7 Thorne Co. 3.90
Sept. 4 Treas., State of N. H. 48.00
4 Lewis Hanson 75.00
4 Richard Marple 8.50
4 James Paine 16.00
4 George Thorne 8.40
4 Bunnells Garage 24.28
4 Harry Yeaton 156.80
4 Everett Yeaton 63.20
4 Donald Yeaton 84.20
4 Frank Yeaton 68.00
4 George Crisp 68.00
4 Peter Braare 29.60
4 John Scruton 1.80
1 Myrle Lund 6.40
4 M. H. Caswell 9.20
4 C. M. Hill & Sons 34.42
Oct. 4 Texas Co. 5.37
4 Lewis Hanson 65.00
4 Tom Karwowski 5.60
4 William Demeritt 12.00
4 Thorne Co. 12.04
4 Bunnells Garage 13.34
Nov. 6 C. M. Hill 14.13
35
Dec.
6 M. H. Caswell
36
7 Edwin King .80
7 Harold Stiles 508.50
7 E. Guy Huckins 88.80
7 Robert Huckins 5.60
7 Alberton H. Berry 53.00
7 Harry Parshley 3.20
7 M. H. Caswell 586.70
7 Lewis Brown 132.00
7 Georg-e Waldron 3.20
7 Erroll Clark 3.20
7 Richard Hodges 6.40
7 Robert Hodges 3.20
7 H. Wesley Brown 4.80
7 William Nelson 4.00
Mar. 6 M. H. Caswell 101.20
6 Louis Brown 27.20
6 H. Wesley Brown 3.20
7 Laurence Brown 3.20
6 Millard Thompson 2.40
6 Willis Bennett 4.80
6 Richard Hodges 2.40
6 Justin McCarthy 14.40'
6 State of N. H. 146.20
6 Harold Stiles 220.50
6 E. Guy Huckins 39.20
6 Harry Yeaton 7.20
6 Frank Yeaton 3.20
6 John Scruton 3.20
6 Donald Yeaton 6.40
6 Everett Yeaton 6.40
6 Harold Yeaton 8.65
6 Texas Co. 1.44
6 Lewis Hanson 5.00
6 John Murray 1.20
6 Tom Karwowski 1.80
6 Alberton Berry 299.25
6 David Dean 32.80^
6 Albert Foss 58.00
6 Bunnells Garage 2.60
6 Guy Berry 35.60
April 3 Harry Yeaton 72.90
3 Donald Yeaton 11.60
3 Frank Yeaton 6.40




4 Arthur Tasker 9.60
4 Alice Tasker 9.60
4 Harry Yeaton 202.40
4 John Scruton 96.00
4 Everett Yeaton 6.40
4 Donald Yeaton 2.40
4 Lewis Hanson 54.70
4 Bunnells Garage 15.57
4 Glenn Hanson . 16.40
4 Richard Nelson 12.40
4 Erroll Clark 10.80
4 Laurence Brown 14.80
Dec. 22 Alberton Berry 72.75
22 Harold Stiles 24.80
22 Frank Carter 19.60
22 Victor Caverly 30.00
22 Albert Foss 86.00
22 Treas., State of N. H., sand 12.80
31 Alberton H. Berry 10.80
31 David Dean 4.80
31 Richard Wheeler 3.20
31 Lewis Hanson 32.75
31 Tom Karwowski 3.20
31 Richard Hodg-es 3.20
31 Wesley Brown 9.60
31 Laurence Brown 2.80
31 Bunnells Garage 13.30
31 E. G. Rand & Son 2.10
31 Harry Yeaton 16.90
31 Donald Yeaton 4.00
31 Everett Yeaton 7.20
31 M. H. Caswell 15.00
31 Edson Clark 8.00
31 Erroll Clark 8.00
31 Gerald Thorne .80
$6,145.42
General Expense
Jan. 27 Phillips Garage, repairs on grader $20.25
27 V. H. Cogswell, grader hose 1.48
39
Feb. 7 R. C. Hazelton Co., grader parts 8.92
7 Browns Machine Shop, grader repairs 3.00
7 Bunnells Garage, grader repairs 24.99
April 3 Phillips Garage, casite and repairs 18.60
3 R. C. Hazelton Co., gears 96.41
3 V. H. Cogswell, grader 13.75
3 M. H. Caswell, grader parts & exp. 25.43
May 1 Brown Machine Shop, grader welding 3.00
1 Frank L. Kendall Agency, insurance 46.75
1 Phillips Garage, grader repairs 67.91
1 Bunnells Garage, grader repairs 5.74
June 5 Browns Mach. Shop, grader repairs 57.00
5 Phillips Garage, grader repairs 34.18
5 R. C. Hazelton Co., grader parts .99
July 3 Charles W. Varney Co., ins. 84.48
3 Browns Mach. Shop, grader 16.00
Sept. 4 Browns Mach. Shop, grader 5.00
Oct. 4 Browns Mach Shop, grader 3.50
Dec. 4 John A. Connare, Inc., grader tires 110.24
Winter Highways
Summer and Gas Tax
Total Highway Maintenance
Credit by Gas Tax











May 17 Diamond Match Co., stringers,
mud sills and planks $734.22
June 5 C. M. Hill, bolts, spikes,
washers and supplies 20.00
Sept. 4 Alberton H. Berry 73.50
4 Richard Wheeler 40.00
4 Albert Foss 40.00
4 Harry Parshley 34.15






We hereby certify that we have made an examina-
tion of the books and records of the Selectmen, Town
Treasurer, Collector of Taxes, Town Clerk, and Trus-
tees of Trust Funds, for the year ending December 31,
1948.
That in our opinion the accompanying statements
set forth the financial condition of the Town of Straf-
ford and the results of their operations for the year
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To the Board of Selectmen:
The successful control of brush and woods fires is
hig-hly dependent upon the cooperation of all towns-
people in the prevention of these fires. To the end of
enlisting this help, many wardens have asked us to
assist them in preparing a brief statement which could
be printed in the forthcoming Annual Town Report.
This statement appears below and your cooeration in




REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Your local organization to prevent and extinguish
brush and woods fires is glad to report a good year of
forest protection in 1948. In spite of danger conditions
nearly equalling at times those of 1947 when great
losses were suffered in New Hampshire and New Eng-
land, fire damage and loss this year have been grati-
fyingly low.
With the continuing cooperation of all the people, we
can hope to have another successful year in 1949. Let
us remember that in any year, over 90% of all fires
are caused by carelesness and that all of these man-
caused fires are preventable.
Today, we have more slash and uncut grassland
than for many years in the past. Smokers, campers
and tourists who use our outdoors are also more
numerous than ever before. We must therefore be
ready for fires which might occur but, above all, pre-
vention by everyone is the greatest need.
A few simple precautions taken by every citizen will
help, as follows:
47-
(1) Always get a written permit from the warden
before kindling a fire outdoors when the ground
is not covered with snow.
(2) If you smoke, always extinguish matches and
tobacco before dropping or throwing them
down. In automobiles, always use the ash trays.
(3) Report fires and smoke to the warden with-
out delay.
The observance of these and other simple rules will
go far to insure safety from fire damage and your co-













Cash on hand January 1, 1948 $71.38
Received from town, December, 1948 42.50







Cash on hand January 1, 1949 $57.12






THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town
of Strafford qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said district on the 8th day of March 1949, at 2 o'clock
in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5; To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compen-
sation of any other officers of the district,
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see if the district will vote to make altera-
tion in the amount of money required to be assessed
for the ensuing year for the support "of public schools
and the payment of the statutory obligations of the
district, as determined by the school board in its an-
nual report. ,
9. To ascertain the sentiment of the district in re-
gard to placing only two grades in each of the three
elementary schools.
10. To transact any other business that may legally
come before the meeting.
50
Given under our hands at said Strafford this 31st















Salaries of district officers $252.00 $252.00
Truant officer and census 20.00 20.00
High school tuition 5,760.00 7,020.00
Superintendent's excess salary 365.00 390.00
Per capita tax 344.00 322.00
Other obligations (insurance,
retirement, admin.) 294.00 300.00
Total
52
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Strafford:




Strafford teachers attended two "workshops" for
in-service training of teachers in Supervisory Union No.
44. The one in Fine Arts, held for two days, was con-
ducted by Dr. Mildred M. Landis. The other (in Health
and Physical Education) lasted for 5 days, under the
direction of Dr. Lura 0. Bruce and Miss Grace L.
Felker. Both of these workshops were conducted at
Barrington School. Both included a public evening
meeting. The leaders were all supervisors from the
State Board of Education staff. Days so spent were
allowable deductions from the school calendar. Marked
benefits have resulted in the work and activities of
the pupils. A F'ield Day held at Austin-Gate Academy
under the direction of the physical education teacher.
Mrs. Holloway, near the close of the year, provided an
opportunity for all the elementary schools and the high
school to get together for exercises and organized
games.
Strafford has joined in the purchase of Maico Audio-
meter and a Massachusetss Vision Test outfit, which
will be available for use by the School Nurse, Miss
Myrtle Fletcher.
Honor Roll of Perfect Attendance for One Year
Mary Thompson, Edwin King, Phyllis Bell, Reginald

























The Macmillan Co. $77.82
Ailyn & Bacon 13.72
Houghton Mifflin Co. 19.44
Barnes & Noble Inc. 1.81
The Arlo Pubhsh. Co. 10.01
The Iroquois Pub. Co. 33.02
F. A. Owen Pub. Co. 8.00
Ginn & Co. 5.50
Gledhill Bros., Inc. 8.64
Row, Peterson Co. 1.05
Silver Burdett Co. 3.65
Charles E. Merrill Co. 5.10
Edward E. Babb Co. 2.93
Beckley-Cardy Co. 2.18
Wilcox & Fo'llett Co. .80
Lyons & Cornahan 4.52
C. H. Doe .59
National Forum Inc. 1.45
$200.23
Scholars' Supplies:
Cascade Paper Co. $13.00
The Macmillan Co. 33.18
Benton Review Pub. Co. 5.01










School District of Northwood
59
REPORT OF SCHOOL TREASURER
For the Year Ending June 30, 1948
Cash on hand June 30, 1947 $420.19
Received from selectmen, appropriations
for current year 19,777.27
Dog tax 184.40
Received from State Treasurer
(State or Federal Aid) 6,516.94
Received from all other sources 45.57
Total amount available for fiscal year,
balance and receipts $26,944.37
Payments
Paid school board orders 23,508.65




This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the Treasurer of the School District of Strafford,
of which the above is a true summary for the fiscal
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